Documents 
show Nixon 
petty, peteVed 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Back 
from a trip to Canada, Richard 
Nixon was full of complaints: The 
seating arrangement in the car 
cramped him and Mrs. Nixon and 
“I, of course, was totally uncomfort- 
able.” 

Newly opened Nixon papers at 
the National Archives that he never 
expected to be public show that 
Nixon could be petty and that no 
detail was too small for his atten- 
tion. 

Having the Marine Corps cham- 
ber musicians perform at a White 
House dinner was “a disaster,” 
Nixon wrote in a memo. “Pat was 
informed that the Strolling Strings 
were not available because they 
were busy that night. ... There 
should never be an occasion where 
any service organization is not 
available whenever we have a func- 
tion where we have invited them.” 

And on that subject of music and 
culture: “Jackie Kennedy received 
bravos for years because she 
brought Pablo Casals to the White 
House to play his cello 40 years 
after his prime. When we look over 
the list of people that we have had at 
the White House they make the 
(Lyndon) Johnson years appear 
almost barbaric and the (John F.) 
Kennedy years very thin indeed.” 

Because he preferred to commu- 
nicate by memo rather than face-to- 


face, historians and analysts got a 
lode of materials when the govern- 
ment seized Nixon’s papers and 
tapes following his resignation in 
1974. So far, about four million of the 
archives’ 44 million pages have 
been opened. 

“Those who boycotted the Joint 
Session of Congress should be 
taken off the White House guest list, 
even if they had been our friends in 
the past,” he told Chief of Staff H. R. 
Haldeman six weeks after his Jan. 

22, 1970, State of the Union address. 

In an April 10, 1970, memo, Nixon 
said he wanted to concentrate on 
foreign policy for a few weeks and 
wanted “Mickey Mouse events” lim- 
ited to “one 10-minute event per 
day, if possible around noon time.” 

Nixon could be petty in charac- J 
terizing those he disagreed with. In 
a June 15, 1971, discussion on drug ( 
policy, he dismissed “soft-headed i 
psychiatrists who work in places 
like NIMH (National Institute for 
Mental Health) favor marijuana 
because they’re probably all on the 
stuff themselves.” 

Nothing captures Nixon’s atten- 
tion to detail more than his April 17, 
1972, memo to Haldeman following 
the Canadian trip. He was irked that 
day. 

“The situation in Canada was 
intolerable,” Nixon wrote. “Taylor 
(a Secret Service agent) insisted on 
sitting on the jump seat where he 
could have just as easily sat in the 
front seat because there were only 
two in the front seat. The jump 
seats were constructed in such a 
way that they bent completely back 
on both Pat (Nixon) and me so that 
in her case she had to put her legs 
over on the other side, and I, of 
course, was totally uncomfortable 
all the way.” 



